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THE LOOKER-ON: 
NUMBER XXXVI. 


*¢ The f{pacious firmament on high, 

*€ With all che blue ethereal tky, 

“« And fpangl’d heav’ns, a fhining frame, 
*€ Their great original proclaim !” 
Apptison. 


[*3 my readers will aftend ferioufly to three inferences, which 
I fhall draw from the creation of the world, and which will 
be of great information to our underftandings, in fome ufeful ne- 
ceflary points of religion in which we are all concerned. 

rft. ‘To begin with the very foundation of all religion. From 
the creation of the world I infer the exiftence of a God; for it is 
as eafy to imagine an houfe or palace fhould be erected without an 
artificer, as that the world fhould be formed without an author. And 
who could this author be but God? For he that made all things, 
muvt neceflarily be before all things ; and he that is before all 
things, muft be uncreated, for what is not cannot create; and 
therefore he muft be eternal. Again, he that made all things, 
made whatfoever is in and belongs to the being of all things. 
All the powers of created beings muft be derived from the power 
of the Creator. He muft be the fource and original of all power ; 
and by confequence Almighty. Once more; he that made all 
things, muft needs know and underftand what he did. Sucha 
Vor, XVI. 393. N beautiful 
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beautiful frame, fo full of order and harmony, could never be pro- 
duced by ablindchance. And further, there are perceptive and 
intelligent creatures, and therefore in the Creator muft be a fource 
and fountain of allknowledge. And by confequence he muft be 
all-wife. So that from the creation of the world it is evident 
that there muft be fome being, which is uncreated and eternal, 
which is almighty and moft powerful, which is all-wife and moft 
knowing : And this being we denominate God. Who can con- 
fider the wonderful frame and contexture of his own body, amongft 
the various members and parts of which there is not one too 
many nor one too little ? Or who can turn his eyes inward and 
behold his awn foul, that thinking, acting, fpiritual fubitance, 
which is cafed up in the body? Who can look any where, either 
upwards and contemplate the vaft expanfion of heavens, and the 
glittering lights which illuminate this our world; or about him 
through the -vaft and immenfe ocean of the fluid air, and behold 
the clouds from which proceed thunder, lightning, and rain; or 
beneath him to the earth on which he treads, which is fupported in 
the air, and behold the various forts of creatures, their artificial 
frame, and excellent configuration? Who, I fay, can behold thefe 
things and not difcover the plain and evident foot{teps of the 
Deity? Therefore (as one juftly obferved) God never wroughta 
miracle to convince an atheift, becaufe his ordinary works are of 
themfelves fufficientto convince him. ‘The invifible things of 
God are clearly feen from the creation of the world, being under- 
ftood by the things ‘that are made, even his eternal power and 
godhead. 

If we fet afide the Scriptures, there are two volumes befides, out 
of which God will judge the atheift. Thefe are, the volume of 
his own confcience, the fears and torments of which, bear wit- 
nels that there is a God in Heaven; and the volume of the 
creation in which the finger of his power, wifdom, and goodnefs, 
fo plainly appears. Every ftar in the fky, every bird ithe air, 
every beaft and every thing that creepeth on the earth, @ery fith 
in the fea, yea every: little duft and atom fhall arife in ju pinerity 
-as fo many witnefles to condemn fuch a monfter and prodigy of 
wickednefs, 

2dly. From the creation of the world I infer that this God, 
who made the world, isa being of unfpeakable glory and excellence. 
For what the P{almitt fays of the heavens may be faid of the 
earth, fea, and all creatures, that they declare the glory of God, 
In the production of the world what can be more evident than the 
clory 
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glory of his power? Whocan tell how many vaft kingdoms, and 
empires, and nations it contains ? Who can. number the habi- 
tations that are planted on it ? Who can meafure the woods, and 
forefts, and the vaft and tracklefS defarts ? Who can take the di- 
menfions of the wide ocean, and declare the depth and breadth of 
that vaft heap and collection of waters? And yet this vaft and 
mighty globe, to the reft of the creation, is but a very {mall thing. 
It is but as a fand to the earth, and asa drop to the great ocean. 
How many years will a confiderable city or palace employ a mul- 
titude of men to be conftantly at work on ? And yet God makes 
the matter of all things in a moment, and put them into their 
places, fhapes, and figure, in the fhort fpace of fix days---And 
this befpeaks a further degree of power, if we confider that all 
was done with unfpeakable-eafe, and without any toil or weari- 
nefs. “ He fpake, and it was done; he commanded, and it ftood 
faft.” Pfalm xxxiii, 9.---But (to behold the greateft wonder of 
all) he did his work without any materials prepared to his hands. 
The great architect of heaven and earth brought all this vaft 
building of the world, by the power of a command, out of nothing. 
And his wifdom appears to be no lefs wonderful and glorious in the 
formation of the world, than his power in producing it. What 
wifdom and contrivance of men, if putall together, could produce 
fo much as a living worm? But yet how many living creatures 
hath God created ! How full of art and contrivance is the body 
of the leaft, and, to us, moft defpicable animal! Who can unra- 
vel the myltery of his own nature? Who can number the veins 
and arteries, fibres and mufcles, and tendons, that are in his own 
body? Who can tell how they were generated, what mould they 
were caft in, or how they are maintained? How their food is di- 
gefted and turned to blood, and the blood to nourifhment and {pi- 
rits? How they can walk, fpeak, or do any action? What itis 
whichy like a {trong chain, faftens the foul to the body, or how it 
fhould be poffible that {pirit fhould enliven dull and heavy matter ? 
Or if we look to the inanimate world, what wonders of wifdom 
may we not difcover there, in the produétion of plants; the re- 
turning of the feafons; the nature of the winds and clouds; and 
the cloathing of the earth with grafs? In fo ordering the difpo- 
fition and contexture of feeds and roots, as to produce ftalks, 
flowers, and fruits of certain determinate fizes, virtues, and 
colours? I might further inftance, in every creature that we 
know, and fhew how apparent the wifdom of God is in every 
one, But we havefeen enough to conftrain us to cry out with 
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the Pfalmift, Pfalm civ. 24, ‘O Lord, how manifold are 
thy works, in wifdom haft thou made them all: the earth is full of 
thy goodnefs.” But, as the power of God appears in the pro- 
duétion of the world, and his wifdom in the formation of it, fo 
likewife there is the {plendour of an infinite goodnefs fhining in 
both. The exiftence and frame of the univerfe declare that God 
is good. The goodnefs and convenience of the creature hatha 
Joud voice to proclaim the goodnefs of the Creator. For the 
caufe is more noble than the effe&t. The goodnefs of the crea- 
ture is but a ftream from the fountain and ocean of goodnefs 
which there is in God. ‘Think therefore with yourfelves, is there 
any {weetne(s in eftates or friends, how much more mutt there be 
in God that gave them tous? Is there beauty in a rofe? How 
much more beautiful is Chrift the rofe of Sharon! Doth oil make 
the face to fhine ? What then will not the light of God’s coun- 
tenance do ! Isthe fruit of a garden fweet ? How delicious are the 
fruits of the Spirit? Are the riches of a gold mine precious ? How 
much more fo is Chrift in whom all the features of grace and glory 
are hidden? If there tv: any coinfort in the world, how much more 
mutft there be in the God who made it ? How unreafonable then 
is it that we fhould delight in the world, and not in him? Do we 
Jong for any earthly enjoyment ? How much more fhould we long 
to be with God, who hath infinitely more fweetnefS in him than 
can poffibly be found throughout the whole extent of creation ! 

3dly. From the creation we are to learn to be deeply affected 
with the evil of fin, which hath brought a curfe upon the creature. 
When the Moft High created the world, every thing came out of 
his hands with a ftamp of gcoodnefs upon it. God faw every 
thing that he made, and behold it was very good, And in all the 
vifible creation there was found no creature fo excellent and glo- 
rious as man. He was made after the image of God. He was 
the crown and glory of this lower world. But alas! what a fad 
metamorphofis has fin made? How hath it changed our beauty 
into deforinity, and our glory into fhame? It turned-angels out of 
Heaven, and man out of Paradife. Even the ground was curfed 
for man’s fake. The barrennefs of the earth, the neceffity of 
labour and toil, the convulfions and tremblings, the irregularities 
and prodigies of nature, are doubtlefs owing to the evil of fin, 
Why then do any (as it were) hug and embrace, with fo many 
figns of affection, this deadly evil? Why do we not rather hate 
and abhor it, and do every thing in our power to cruth and deftroy 
this common enemy ? 
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If there be a rebel that difturbs by his hurtful machinations the 
peace of akingdom, every man is ready to lift up his hand againft 
him. And why then fhould we not ufe our utmoft endeavours 
and prayers, and all our forces, for the deftruction of this our great 
and indefatigable enemy, fin, which hath not difturbed a kingdom 
only, but has eclipfed the beauty, foured the {weetnefs, and marred 
the harmony of a great part of the creation ? Ithath affected both 
worlds, the vifible and the invifible, and (as it were) put the 
whole creation out of frame. It hath deftroyed the fouls of 
millions, and will, if we are not particularly careful in all our 
words and aétions, take faft hold upon us, and continue to carry 
usfrom one fcene of wickednefSto another, till it finally brings 
on us everlatting deftruction. In another paper I thall fpeak a few 
words of exhortation drawn from the foregoing fubject. 


*,* Day-break complains heavily of the non-appearance of 
the pieces promifed to be inferted in the Looker-on.--We hope 
they will be tranfmittedfoon; as foonas they are they fhall have 
2 place. 

Mr. Tom Truth, who promifed acomment on flovenly women, 
he recommends to do as well as fay. 

He earneftly withes to fee more of the productions of G. L. 
and Simeon Stiff: 

Mifs S-- being the only lady among them, I fhall next look to- 
wards her.--This lady acknowledges the is repeatedly in company 
with a number of girls, and of being, in confequence, enabled to 
furnifh you with much news; concluding that fhe is in a great 
hurry to drefs for a rout, &c. &c. &c. 1 muft reply thereto, by 
adviling the lady in queftion, when fhe relates any flighty be~ 
haviour (which I conceit will be the cafe by the connection fpoken 
of) of her own fex, to be exceedingly careful to reprefent, with a 
degree of pity, the unpleafant effects that will thereby enfue ; 
not failing, asis the duty of a friend, to offer a remedy, with 
ftrongly imploring them to adminitter it to their difordered minds, 
that they may, by thefe means, perfeét the mental cure; and not 
to omit to point out the advantages arifing fromit, asan en- 
couragement for them to fet about accomplifhing fo defirable a 
change. 

Mr, D-- rather haftily fays, that all the curious readers will be 
eagerly looking out for the relation of his dreams : In anfwer to 
which, I fhalljuft fignify, that the Dormoufe (if I miftake not) 
only fleeps during the winter; fo that there cannot be the fmalleit 
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profpect of his difplaying any of lis fomnific abilities until the 
arrival of that feafon. 





Opinion of M. Necker, relative to the Decree of the Na- 
tional Affembly of France concerning Titles, Names, and 
Armortal Bearings. 


(Continued from Page 91, and concluded.) 


OUBTS arife concerning the interpretation of that article 
of the National Affembly’s decree, which fuppreffes. here- 
ditary nobility: Has the Aflembly fuppofed that there may be in 
time to come new titles of nobility which may not be tranf- 
miffible ? Such an idea, both fimple and practicable, would at 
this time require no explanation; but if the article is applicable 
to thofe perfons who are now in pofleflion of nobility, it is not eafy 
to comprehend how any decree, any law, can prevent this pre- 
rogative from being hereditary ; for nobility is by its effence 
tranfimiflible from father to fon, unlefs any degradatory ftain ftopped 
the fucceffion in its courfe. 

The prerogative attached to nobility may be annulled ina 
country by the will of the legiflature, but its decrees are not able 
toannihilate the weight of opinion; neither can they extend 
their influence beyond the boundaries of their empire. “Thus 
the titles which conftitute nobility, thofe titles ftill honoured by 
other nations, will always be a property, whofe hereditament will 
appear valuable ; nor can any authority deftroy this hereditary 
right confidered ina generalmanner: And the confent or withes 
evenof a father cannot take from his child that right, of which, 
from the moment of his birth, he is pollefled. 

The obligation laid on all the citizens to refume their original 
names, feems another ufelefs facrifice impofed ona numerous 
clais of fociety. It isafacrifice, becaufe many of thefe names 
are totally forgotten, and that it is of confequence to many 
families to appear in the world with that name to which is at- 
tached the remembrance of the fervices done to their anceftors, 
To oblige thofe to give up a fatisfaction, which for the very ad- 
vantage of fociety ought to be maintained, would be an act of 
feverity, without utility to any one: The defire of arefpectable 
family to change its name, if any part of ithad faded its honours 
byan attempt againft their country, would be juft and — 
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The fame principles may explain the intereft which mang 
families have in referving the appellations under which they-have 
appeared with honeur in the annals of hiftory : Such fentiments 
are natural to man, and make an advantageous part of ‘the moral 
mechanifm of all political fyftems. 

The confufion infeparable from this change of name relative 
toall deeds and tranfa€tions which bind men to each other, is 
another confideration worthy the attention of the National Af 
fembly. 

The obfervations applicable to names and titles are no lefs fo 
to armorial bearings. Of thefe latter it may alfo be obferved, 
that having become for a long, time free, there are ftill fewer 
motives for their fuppreffion. Nothing is certainly morein- 
different to the people than the exiftence of armorial bearings. 
Still, however, their fuppreffion may be eafily attached to other 
ideas, and thus become a motive ora pretence. for rifling againft 
thofe who are floweft in getting rid of thofe inherent diftinctions 5 
fome from the old walls of their caftles, and others from thoie 
marbles which cover the afhes of their anceftors. ‘Thore are 
times when wifdom and true goodnefs, perhaps, require men to 
order no regulation, and to take no fteps which are not eflentially 
neceflary. 

Liveries have fucceflively become as free as arms; yet, 
amongft all the retrenchinents of exterior diftin@tions, the pro- 
fcription of thefe is the only one which might be expected to be 
agreeable to a part of the people, fuppofing even that the clafs of 
citizens, devoted by choice to a {tate of fervitude, feel any intereft 
in this alteration ; but this will occafion the want of employment 
toagreat numberof workmen whole buiinefs is the fabrication 
of the lace and ribbons, of which thefe liveries are compofe/. 
The principal manufactories of this kind are at Paris, and the 
certain confumption which was to be found in the capital had 
brought them into a fituation capable of fo far extending thofe 
eftablifhments, as to fupport a confiderable and more extended 
commerce of them. ) 

It is thought fit to conclude the obfervations contained in this 
memorial by a general reflection; it is, that by purfuing in all 
their minutiz every defign of diftinGion, there isa great rifk of 
mifleading the people concerning the true meaning of the word 
equality, which can never fignify inacivilized nation, andina 
fociety already formed--equality of rank or property. The 
diverlity of labours and employments, the difference arifing from 
fortune, 
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fortune, education, emulation, and induftry, the gradation of 
talents ‘and of learning, all. thefe difparities, the common produce 
of focial exertions, inevitably bring an exterior inequality; and 
the fole end of a legiflature is, in imitation of nature, to unite 
them all toward an equal and general good, though it may differ in 
its form or its expreflions. Inthe vaft extent of focial combi- 
nations each part joins to the other, and makes only a link of 
the great chain of fociety ; thofe appearances of fuperiority, 
which feem an abufe to the firft glance of a philofopher, are often 
effentially ufeful as protectors of the different laws of {ubordi- 
nation ; to thefe laws fo neceflary to be defended, and which 
would be fo many ways attacked, if cuftom and fancy ever ceafed 
to be their fupport. 


Cory of the KING’s intended Letter. 


«“ The National Aflembly’s decree concerning titles, names» 
and armorial bearings, very materially injures a numerous clafs of 
fociety without procuring any advantage to the people at large; 
and as, notwithitanding its importance, it was adopted in a fingle 
fitting, thefe various confiderations have determined me to com- 
municate {ome obfervations on this head to the National Aflembly : 
I require them to examine thete obfervations, and if they full 
perfift in all points in their opinion, will accept the decree 
through deference to the knowledge of the National Affembly, 
and becaufe I highly value the maintaining a perfect harmony 
between it and me.” 





Interefling Extraéts from Travels to difcover the Source of 
the Nile, in the Years 1768, 1769, 1770, 1771, 1772, 
and 1773. By James Bruce, of Kinnaird, Eq. 


(Continued from Page 79.) 


LL further refearches into thefe monuments of remote anti- 

quity were ftopped byan adventure fuch as few travellers 

have encountered. In order to conceive Mr. Bruce’s fituation, 

as itis defcribed in the following quotation, the reader fhould ad- 

vert to the dreary folitude of the place, the barbarity of the country, 

and the helplefinefs of a traveller benighted in a dangerous and 
unknown region; 


“ Upon 
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“ Upon feeing the preparations I was making to oes far~ 
ther in my refearches, my conductors loft all fort of fubordination. 
They were afraid my intention was to fit in this cave all night 
(asit really was), and to vifit the others next morning, With 
reat clamour and marks of difcontent they dafhed their torches 
againft the Jargeft harp, and made the beft of their way out of the 
cave,leaying me and my people inthe dark; and all the way as 
they went they made dreadful denunciations of tragical events 
that were immediately to follow upon their departure from the 
cave. ; 
“ There was no poflibility of doing more. I offered them 
money, much beyond the utmoft of their expetations ; but the 
fear of the Troglodytes, above Medinet Tabu, had fallen upon 
them; and feeing atlaft this was real, I was not myfelf without 
apprehenfions, for they were banditti and outlaws, and no re- 
paration was to be expected, whatever they fhould do to hurt us. 

“ Very much vexed, I mounted my horfe to return to the 
boat. The road lay through a very narrow valley, the fides of 
which were covered with bare loofe ftones. I had no fooner 
got down to the bottom than I heard a great deal of loud {peaking 
on both fides of the, valley; andin an inftant a number of large 
ftones were rolled down upon me, which, though I heard in 
motion, I could not fee, on account of the darknefs; this increafed 
my terror. 

“ Finding, by the impatience of the horfe, that feveral of thefe 
ftones had come nearhim, andthat it probably was the noife of 
hisfeet which guided thofe that threw them, I difmounted, and 
ordered the Moor to get on horfeback, which he did, and in a 
moment gallopped out of danger. This, if I had been wife, I 
certainly might have done before him, but my mind was occupied 
by the paintings, Neverthelefs I was refolved upon revenge be- 
fore leaving thefe banditti, and liftened till I heard voices on the 


right fide of the hill. Jaccordingly levelled my gunas near as 


poffible, by the ear, and fired onebarrel] amongthem. A mo- 
ment’s: filence enfued, and then a loud howl, which feemed to 
have come from thirty or forty perfons. Itook my fervant’s 
blunderbufs, and difcharged it where I heard the howl, anda 
violent confufion of tongues followed, but no more ftones. As 
I found this was the time to efcape, I kept along the dark fide of 
the hill, as expeditioufly as poflible, till I came to the mouth of 
the plain, when we reloaded our firelocks, expecting fome inter- 
Vout. XVI. 393. O ruption 
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ruption before we re ached the boat; and then we made the beft of 
our way to the river.” 


The imagination is fometimés amufed by paffing in review 
fcenes and nations that are connected by identity of place. 
Thefe caverns originally lodged the remote progenitors of the 
builders of the pyramids, and of the fages whofe wifdom Greece 
admired and fought, Atg fubfequent period they harboured the 
tribes of monks, the difciples of Antony and Pachomius, and 
the firm adherents of St. Athanafius. ‘The reader may deter- 
mine which of two clafles of their poffeffors were the moft wor- 
thy: The prefent banditti, who quit their dens at midnight to rob 
and murder the native or the franger ; ; or the > holy fwarms whom 
the trumpet of T'abenne called torth to decide, by the arm of 
violence, a theological controverfy, or precipitate an heretic 
from the patriarchal throne of Alexandria. 

Having defeended the Nile to Kenne, he quits its banks to 
crofs the defert of the Thebaid to Cofleir on the Red Seq, He 
faw no veltiges of a canal mentioned as cut from the river of 
Egypt to the Red Sea. ‘The reniark that the cultivated land 

here is not above half a mile in extent from the river, though 
the inundation reaches une higher, but has left no appearance 
of foil behind it, ts fingular, and contrary, we fuppofe, to what 
happens to all Roeded las ; 

‘The road of the caravan lay through an open plain, bounded 
by hillocks of fand and fide gravel, perfectly hard, and not per- 

ceptibly above the Icvel of the plain countryof Egypt. There 
was not atre e, fhrub, or herb, to be fecn ; not a veftige of 
any living crea ture 5 neither fer pent nor lizard, antelope nor 
oftrich » the ufual i: ihabita ints ot the defert: Its thirft was not 
refrefhed by water of Ke cind, nor was a bird feen to fly acrofs 
it. During the march, the caravan was iscoph by about twenty 
well-armed Turks from Caz De ugli near Caramania, whence 
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their buildings. abound. -That wonder, however, among many 
others, now ceafes, after having pafled, in four days, more granite, 
porphyry, marble, and jafper, than would build Rome, Athens, 
Corinth, Syracufe, Memphis, Alexandria, and half a‘dozen fuch 
cities. Ic teemed to be very vilible that thofe openings in the 
hills, which [ call defiles, were not natural, but artificial ; and that 
whole mountains had been cut out at thefe places, ‘to preferve a 
flope towards the Nile as gentle as poffible ; this, I fuppofe, might 
be adefcent of about one foot in fifty at moft; fo that from the 
mountains to the Nile, thofe heavy carriages muft. have moved 
with as little draught as poffible, and at the fame time’been fuffi- 
ciently impeded. by friction, fo as fot to fun amain, or acquire an 
increafed, velocity, againft which alfo there muft have been other 
provifions contrived. As I made another excurfion to thefe 
marble mountains from Cofleir, I will, once for ail, here fet down 
what I obferved concerning their natural appearance. 

“ The porphyry fhews itfelf byafine purple fand, without 
any glofs or glitter onit,and is exceedingly agreeable to the eye. 
It is mixed with the native white fand and fixed gravel of the 
plains. Green unvariegated marble is generally feen in the fame 
mountain with the porphyry. Where the two veins meet the 
marble is for fome inches brittle, but the porphyry of the fame 
hardnefs as in other places, 

“ The granite is covered with fand, and looks like ftone of a 
dirty, brown colour. But thisis only the change and impreffion 
the fun and weather have made upon it; for, upon breaking it, 
youfee it is grey granite with black fpots, with a reddith cait, or 
blufh, over it. “This red feems to fade and fuffer from the outward 
air, but, upon working or polifhing the furface, this colour again 
appears. Itis in greater quantity than the porphyry, and nearer 
the Red Sea, Pompey’s pillar feems to have been from this 
quarry.” 


The following quotation. will not require a commentary, if 
wepremife that the caravan from Syene had brought into Colleir, 
tothe terror of the natives and ftrangers, a crowd of Ababdé 
Arabs ; that an Howadat Arab, brought up the Nile by Mr. 
Bruce, had been feized by them, upon falfe information; that he 
generoufly mounted his horfe alone, ordering only two fervants 
to follow him, with a view to refcue the victim of their refent- 
ment. When he had advanced abovea mile into the fands, the 
account thus proceeds : 


O02 «“ Upon 
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‘he. was my fervant, nor‘that I was at Coffcir ; fo the people thought 


had‘a very meritorious facrifice tomake in the perfon of ‘poor 


Abdel Gin. SR ae Tg 
:__ “All pafled now.in-kindnefs, frefh. medicines were. ‘atked for 
the Nimmer, great; thankfulne(s and. profeffions for what they 
shad received, and a prodigious quantity of.meat_on wooden 
platters; very excellently, dreffed, and moit agreeably diluted with 
freth water. from the, coldeft rock of, Terfowey, wasrfet before 
me.” Frotynt men och= > end ier + =e 
vetting 2 Rk Ze -be-continued.) 500 50: 

“+. The HISTORY of the SECOND USHER. 
; ss i Pt oO. -3SWs y 2.91 ; ad 

cejAvat 4 COMIC TA Lh. 





[From the Adventures of John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancafter; by 
James White, Eig. ‘Author of Eart Strongbow, &c,J 


"(Continued from Page 87.) 


; Wir already informed oyr readers that this extraordinary 
VY _ perfonage had made a variety of captives, befides thofe of 
the two-ufhers, and the Jadies under their care ; among thefe were 
the Prince of Wales, and his brothers the Dukes of Gloucefter 
and Lancafter, the illufttious Chaucer, Owen Glendower, anda 
greatmany others. Our lait extract concluded with relating that 
the patriarch and his. captives were jut fat down to dinner, ~The 
account of that repaft we fhall give in the words of the Duke of 

. Lancafter : ej 
~ Chaucer and I, faid the royal Duke, were together. At my 
eft hand was a Benedictine, of a pleafing afpect, and refined beha- 
viour, who helped me to divers meats, and in a low voice ac- 
quainted- me, from time-to time, with the cuftoms and inftitutes 
. of the community, -Either this ecclefiaftic was content with his 
_condition, or “had deemed it the better policy to diffemble. his 
chagrin; for, in appearance, he was much ateafe, The Prince 
of Wales was feated between a proud old Knight and an often- 
_ tatious lady, who alternately endeavoured to difelofe their exalted 
breeding by well-meafured expreffions of condefcending affa- 
are 5 The Lady Barbarina was between two robbers, who fuc- 
cefsfully exerted their talents to éntertain her ; and, by the merry 
things they faid, gave her ample opportunity to difcover to the 
company 


< 
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company that fhe had very fine teeth. |The patriarch paid her, 
many compliments occafionally. Neverthelefs the Lord Fitz- 
warrénne, who had a. monk on either fide, appeared fomewhat 
troubled in thought at the hilarity of her he loved. ‘The Duke 
of Gloucefter and Owen Glendower were together. To the left 
of Owen fate a youthful Knight, who, notwithftanding his efforts 
to fubdue his fenfations,; was manifeftly a man of grief. Beyond 
him was our brother of York. . 

“ The difcourfe had now become general. The patriarch di- 
verted us with many’ witty fayings, and made fapient obfervations 
on human life and manners. Meanwhile we were attended by a 
detachment of caitiffs, who with nimblenefs and fedulity accom- 
modated the members. For it was the rule amongft thefe rob- 
bers to wait on, or fit down with the fociety, inrotation. It was 
accounted no difgrace to perform the menial office, and regularity 
and refpect were diftinguifhable in their demeanour. At length 
the viands are removed, and the fingers ufhered in, when we im- 
mediately recognize Mirandora the delightful, and her pretended 
kinfwomen. As they entered the great hall, we, who were the 
laft captives, felt a kind of confufion at the remembrance of what 
had happened, while they, as they pafled onward, beheld us with ap 
arch finile, which not a little contributed to increafe our pertur~ 
bation. 

“ Ata fignal from the patriarch, Emergarda the inimitable took 


- alute, and accompanied her voice; finging with a degree of fenfi- 


bility and expreffion that enraptured the whole audience. After 
fome fhort interval, Ethelinda of the pleafant eyes bowed grace- 
fully to the circle, and fung a lively air, the witty words of which 
were the compofition of a caitiff. It was received with delight 
and applaufe. The patriarch then addreffed himfelf to a corpulent 
Dominican with little grey eyes, and a vifage not ungreafy, and 
befought him to gratify us with the joyous Dithyrambick whicha 
few days before he had indited and performed. ‘The friar, wathout 
waiting for a fecond application, quafted a large cup of Canary, 
and with a comic countenance and gefture, difplayed: his. vocal 
acquirements. 

“© The Dithyrambick of the Dominican added much to our 
entertainment. More canticles were called for; more Canary. 
The patriarch, as grand director, folicited a prim lady, who fate 
near the Duke of York, and who could not be diverted by him, 
to‘exhilarate the fociety witha fample of her powers. She was 
a maiden of 43, of a flender habit of body, and an unchearful 
complexion. 
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complexion. . She had never yet, finee-her captivity, vouchfafed 
to -cantribute to the merriiient uf her epmpanions, Therefore 
did the patriarch attempt her for a fong. After caufing much 
irkfome expectation, (forthe virgin was dilatory) at length, gaging 
ftedfattly at the wall, and-with a wild look and a loud and quiver. 
ing. tone,: fhe broke forth into a paftoral ditty. “This damfel had 
no fooner ended, than a general inclination to laughter pervaded 
us: nor could the patriarch, notwithitanding the grave afpect he 
afflumed, without difficulty confine us to order. The Black 
Prince fubdued a {mile : the Duke of Gloucefter turned up his 
eyes, (which, doubtlefs, was fomewhat unknightly ) while the Lady 
Barbarina tittered outright, but luckily efcaped the obfervation of 
the fongftre{s. 

“~And now the tables were removed, and a row of lofty tas 
pers illuminated the hall. The merry harp and dulcimer invited 
us to the.dance; knights, robbers, and even ecclefiattics felected 
each a partner, all forming an extenfive and {plendid line from end 
to end of the pavilion. 

“ The Black PrinceandI (there being a fcarcity of ladies) pre- 
ferred fitting dowa by the patriarch, who defcribed to us in thefe 
‘words the various character of the aflembly: ‘ You perceive the 
perfon_who dances with the Lady Altifidora; that is Sir Hubert, 
of a noble houfe in Norfolk. He is here ftyled, the madeft 
Knight who affects to be immodeft. Diffident by nature, yet not 
beyond what is commendable, he hath encouraged the opinion that 
he fhall arrive at fame, and fucceed in the general favour, by the 
reverfe.of this good quality. It diverts me not a little, to behold 
‘an ingenuous young man endeavouring to banifh the blufh of 
virtue from his face : or, what is {till more laughable, attempting, 
with a countenance occafionally fuffufed with {carlet, to aflume 

‘that cool and genuine impudence, which is unvarying, inveterate, 
‘incurable. You cannot offer to Sir Hubert a more grateful kind 
of flattery, than to pretend to confider himas a fhamelefs fellow. 
‘Employ him in any bufinefs that may require effrontery, and you 
‘bind him to your interefts for ever. Somumerous, my, children, 
(for this caitiff called us his children) are the habits and difguifes 
‘in which Vanity petitions the world to take notice of her. 
© The next, continuedhe, that feems worthy of your obfervation, 
is friar Matthew, an Auguttine, now dancing with dame Eleanor. 
‘He is but lately out of his noviciate, and pants for the prize of 
elegance, ‘particularly in language. For this purpofe he hath la- 
“boured confiderably, but, alas ! to little effect, He reads much, 
' which, 
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which, without diminifhing his ignorance, hath augmented his 
prefumption. He hath every grammar and vocabulary, by heart ; 
yet is ever finning againft propriety of {peech, and violating the 
dignity of the Englith tongue. So ardent is his purfuit of purity 
in ftyle, that he earneftly befeeches thofe who have the character 
of eminence, to correét him when he {hall be guilty of unlawful 
grammar. Neverthelefs he hates the very perfon who corrects 
him; but would not have it thought fo, left it fubjec& him 
to ridicule. It is not, however, difficult to difcover his 
vexation, by the fpiteful reflections he frequently throws out, 
in a fly and covert manner, when opportunity prefents itfelf. 
Thus doth there exift an inceflant ftrife between his pride and his 
ambition, between his grief at being neceffitated to apply for in- 
formation, and his untameable defire of brilliancy and renown, | 
‘In thenext couple but one ftands Sir Humphrey de Waverley, 
better known in thefe abodes by the appellation of the Knight who 
affects to be unaffected. Sir Humphrey is of an ancient houfe, 
and a perfon of a valiant mind ; but, finding that affectation was 
accounted a defeét which obfcured, or at leaft diftorted the moft 
admirable virtues, he hath determined to pafs through life with an 
unparalleled fimplicity. For inftance; if he dances, (as at this 
moment you may remark) inftead of moving his members with 
that gracefulnefs and fpirit which conftitute good dancing, he af- 
fects to go down the line in an aukward and infipid gait, and with 
a countenance expreffive of no meaning whatfoever. When he 
walks, it is with equal humility. On horfeback, initead of fitting: 
erect and firm, as other Knights are wont, he totters from fide to 
fide, like a baker, his legs dangling after the manner of the 


meaner fort, and his head waggling in fuch wife, that one is often 


in fear left his helmet drop off. As to the lance, he carries it as a 
peafant does a pitchfork. In difcourfe, he mifcalls both things and. 
perfons, mifpronounces words, and violates all mood, and gender, 
and declention ; intending thereby to avoid the affectation of 
purity; being, in this, the very reverfe of friar Matthew. And 
all this he doth through the delice of appearing a mild, unaffected, 
unafluming character. 

© Yoy fee yonder, continued the patriarch, an elMerly perfon in 
grave apparel, who dances difcontentedly, and pays little heed to 
his partner, who is the purfe-proud relict of a Briftol merchant. 
That, my children, is a man of law, a jealous-headed ferjeant, who 
beholds with an eye of apprehenfion and hatred the increafing 
merits of his juvenile competitors. Itis with double fatisfaction 
Vor, XVI. 393. P that 
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that I keep him here ; fince every hour that he fpends in this foreft 
isa brief or a reference irretrievably loft to him. I verily hope 
that bufinefs will pafs away into other hands. He rails without 
ceafing at the juniors of his profeflion, by reafon of a new and 
compendious method of acquiring legal knowledge, the cele- 
brated compilation of a learned and worthy judge. For he is 


forely afflicted that thefe avenues fhould be fmoothed, and rendered. 


even delicious to the rifing generation, through which he and his 
predeceflors have journeyed with much difficulty. 

* Obferve, continued he, thet turbulent and brazen. damfel, 
who now dances down the line at a little diftancefrom Sir Hum- 
phrey, who twirls from time to time the aftonifhed Carmelite her 
partner. Sheis the Lady Hermundura, of an ancient and auguft 
houfe ; an undeniable, and indeed to her partner, an alarmin 
inftance, that vulgarity and difcourteoufnefs may dwell within 
the bofom of one nobly born ; and that dignity of birth is not,y 
as a thing of courfe, accompanied by dignity of mind and man- 
ners. ‘lhat brandifhing of the right arm appears as if fhe were 
accuftomed to wield a battle-axe: that countenance unabafhed, 
that darting forward of the head, and rapid motion of it from 
fhoulder to fhouider fhould better become a dairy-wench than the 
daughter of a Baron. Neverthelefs, it was but yeiterday- that 
I éverheard a Knight addreffing her with the words, celeftial ex- 
eellence! For the Lady Hermundura is an heirefs. 

‘. You cannot but have noticed a well-proportioned Knight, 
who occafionally flaps his foot againft the floor, and jerks his knee, 
untill the calf of his leg truly quivers with the exertion. Now 
that is what they call being mighty ftrong---damnably well built--- 
and even active withal. When he ftands, it is aftride;- thereby 
exhibiting, nay, forcing into view, the firmnefs and mutfcularity of 
his thigh. You, doubtlefs, perceive him looking down ever and 
anon, to {natch a brief obfervation of the propriety of his mem- 
bers. For Sir Marmaduke (thus he is entitled) accounts himfelf 
a marvelloufly ftriking perfonage ; one, on whom any heirefs might 
fet a value: peradventure the Lady Hermundura herfelf may, in 
time, be tempted to think tenderly about him. But let me not 
forget to point out to your admiration the adorable damiel with 
whem he dances, The daughter of a Squire, fhe pollefles a noble- 
nets of foul and mien, which might become the confort of a fave- 
reign. 


(Ta be continued.) 
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Anfwer, by D. Robarts, of St. Columb, to T. Carn’s Queflion, in- 
ferted February 2, 1789. 


Y multiplying the 1ft equation by 7, and the fecond by 3, 
B and fubtracting the one from the other, we get 22y = 1430. 
Hence y==265, and from the ift or 2d equation x is ealily found 
=17. Hence Mr. Carn’s age mutt be 17 years, and his height 
5 feet 5 inches, at the time the queftion was propofed. 





Anfwer, by F. Collins, of Uffculn, ta Scialus’s Anagram, inferted 
April 19. 


SOLE I’m fure when right tranfpos’d, 
A SLOE is certainiy difclos’d ; 
When I had thence transform’d the fame, 
I found you often LOSE your game. 
tit Wehave received the like anfwer from D. Robarts, of 
St. Columb; C.C. near Taunton; J. H. of Lyme; W. H.’ of 
Honiton; Guill Cleff, of Roreft ; Morta, T. Daw, T. Giles, 
anda youth of Totnes; Juventus, of Lifkeard ; Wm. Upjohn, 
of Shafton; Sciolus, of Briftol; and Jofias Whiteway, of 
Dartington. 








Anfwer, by R. Tucker, to F. Goole’s Charade, inferted April 26. 


Rone parts I found and join’d them true, 
Then to my fight a CHAFFINCH flew. 

+§t We have received the like anfwer from Fidelio, Bath ; 
J. Whiteway, Dartington; T, Giles, and Morta, of ‘Totnes ; 
and D. Robarts of St. Columb. 





Anfwer, by Fuventus, of Lifkeard, to Fuba’s Enigma, injerted 
May 3. ' 


HEN glorious Phoebus gilds the eaftern fkies, 
_ And Morpheus fhakes his poppies from our eyes; 
How {weet to ramble o’er the gay parterre, 
And thence inhale the fweet, refrefhing air ; 
Or thro’ the garden’s painted beds to ftray, 
And view thofe fcenes which nature doth difplay 5 


P 2 Where 
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Where honey-fuckles, and the jeflamine, 

Mix’d with green myrtle, am’roufly entwine ; 

The gorgeous tulip, and {weet minionet, 

The pink, the hyacinth, and violet ; 

Or lead me to the woodland’s chequer’d fhade, 

Where artlefs MUSICK warbles thro’ each glade ; 

The plumy fongfteys fwell their tuneful throats, 

And the fweet concert thro’ the ether floats ; 

Propitious zephyrs wanton thro’ the trees, - 

And fweets refrefhing load the whifp’ring breeze ; 

Hail much-lov’d fcience ! hai] thou foothing art ! 

Thou often calm’ft affliGtion’s keeneft fmart ! 

Hail gentle mufick !_ by whofe pow’rful ftrain 

The Thracian bard Jed beafts along the plain, 

*,* We have received the like anfwer from C. C. near 
Taunton; Fidelio, of Bath; D, Robarts, of St. Columb; J.H. 
of Lyme; T, Giles, and T. Daw, of Totnes ; J. Whiteway, 
of Dartington ; and J, Collins, of Uffculm. 





4 CHARADE, by Thomas Daw, of Totnes. 


naa yonder fertile field around, 

J For there my firft are feen ; 

And nigh the field my next is found, 
When firft you enter in : 

If you my whole aright cement 

They’li fhhew to you a town in Kent. 








4n ENIGMA, by C. C. near Taunton. 


EHOLD I’m come, your faithful friend, 
To make the fmiling mutcles bend ; 
For faith I am a pleafing fight 
To you, both morning, noon, and night ; 
Where do you think I fometimes dwell ? 
Perhaps you'll fay 1 cannot tell. 
Come liften then, and [’ll impart 
A ftory that fhall touch your heart ; 
Within a dungeon Iam found, 
Wit only room juft to turn round ; 
Where 
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Where od’rous fumes and darknefs reign, 
I’m bound in mifery and chains ; 

The wretched ftate in which I dwell 

Is fomething like the pains of Hell 5 

My vifage has as dark a hue 

As Satan’s black, infernal crew ; 

Yet I amidft thefe tortures live, 

And to you all I pleafure give ; 

For your fupport I go my way, 

And often work both night and day ; 
Tho’ onward bent, {pite of my foul 

I cannot quit this difmal hole;/ ~ 

Ah ! now methinks your tears will flow, 
bog they will burft at tales of woe) 

ar ut pray the falling drop fufpend, 

I, And mind your never-failing friend ; 

2 For tho’ I in fuch regions live, 

From thence I get a long reprieve, © 
And dwell with you both morn and night, 
Confpicuous everto your fight, t 
And pretty maids in me delight. 

But as the ftrange, bewitching fair 
Would feign the hearts of men enfnare, 
So I’m their pris’ner bound in chains, 
And ferve them yearly without gains. 
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*t* A Proteftant Diffenter is requefted to confider, that Archbifbop 
Tillotfon faid of the Greed, commonly but improperly attributed to 
Athanafius, that he wifhed the Church of England was well rid of ity 
in which we believe the moft enlightened Members of that Eftablifb- 
ment perfectly agree with him; that to treat with Ridicule the Rem- 
nants of Abfurdity isto fupport the Caufe of real Religion, and is a 


4 Method which was very fuccefsfully employed by Erafmus and others 


Obedience, 


dutely unintelligi ble, 








who were Friends to the Reformation; and that we foould carefully 

aiftinguifh between thofe Inventions of Men which have injured the 

Caufe of genuine Chriftianity, and retarded its Progrefs, and 

Chriftianity itfelf, which alone is entitled ta our Reverence and 
. 


ttt The Letter on the prefent difordered State of War is abfo- 
POETRY. 

















P OE T RY. 


To rHe PRINTER. 


miflion, aré addrefled to a friend, in flender token 

refpeét to the memory of a late deceafed acquain- 

tance; and by giving them a placein your Entertainer 
you will oblige 


Tim following lines, imperfect as they are, by per- 
0 


An Occafional Corre/pandent. 
Axminfter, July. 14, 1790. 


I call no aid, no Mufes to infpire, 

Or teach my breaft to feel-a poct’s fire; 

The foft impreffion of a grief fincere 

Draws from my foul a fympathetic tear. 

Oft I remember well his matchlefs power, 

To fteal upon the heart, and chear the focial hour. 
Ah! much lov’d friend! too foon thy beauties fade; 
Too foon we count thee with the filent dead. 

O! could I boaft to move with any art 

The human foul, or melt the ftony heart ; 

My long lov’d friend fhould thro’ my numbers hhine, 
Some virtue loft be wept in every line ; 

For virtues he had many—’tis confefs’d 

‘That tterling fenfe of honour rul*d his breaft ; 

By merit great, with liberal arts adorn’d, 

By all was feen and lov’d, by all is mourn’d ; 

Bleft in a tender brother’s triendly breaft, 

And in a fifter’s fondnefs doubly bleit. 

Releafed from vice, in early bloom {et free 

From the wild rocks of this tempeftuous fea ; 

No more let grief repine, or with his ftay 

In this dark gloom, this twilight of our day ; 
Rather we’ll hail him fled trom night’s domain, 
Arrayed in jight to tread the azure plain ; 

From care, from toil, in (gdden fnatch’d away, 
He fhines amid the blaze of Heaven’s eternal day. 
Happy exchange! to part with all beiow, 

For blifs immortal, where joys unfading flow. 


Vale, care Gulielme, vale. 
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Elegy on @ favourite Cat, which was turned out of Doors 
ma4 for being noify. 


= By a LapDy. 






























| Be others fing of fowery plains, 
Of verdant hills and dying fwains, 
And makea mighty fufs; 
| I to no puppy’s praife afpire, 
But beg one fpark of epick fire, 
To celebrate my Puts. 


Soft was her fkin as down of fwan, 
That glides the filver Thames upon, 
a i And {nowy was her beard ; 
Green were her eyes that fhone fo bright, 
Tho’ now they’re clos’d in endlefs night, 

Which late each Micean fear’d. 


Long was her neck and finely turn’d, 
For which full many a lover burn’d ; 
Her tail with tabby dy’d ; 
No fnow-drop e’er excell’d her fkin, 
Noebony her paw within, 
Which oft her food fupply’d. 


With grief my Mufe the reft-relates, 
And taxes the relentlefs fates, 

That gave her fo much tongue 5 
For fhe would talk the live-long day, 
Nor ceafe at night, to catch her prey, 

Thus Pufly was undone. 


Ye fair, if fuch e’er read my lay, 
(And the vain Mufe thinks fome one may) 
Be bafhful filence your’s ; 
{ And learn, tho’ beauty charms the eye, 
Tho’ wit awhile may praife fupply, 
Tis modetty fecures. 





A SUMMER’ EVENING 


Vi HEN Sol’s retreating faraway 
Beneath yon weftern fky, 


‘ 
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- How calm, ferene the clofe of day, 
The happy moment’s nigh. 


When nature weary’d finks to reft, 
Releas’d fror- all her toil, 

The ruftic too, no more opprefs’d, 
Meets ev’ning with a fmile. 


The fhepherds with their laffes hie 
To yonder diftant grove ; 

Secure from harm thither they fly, 
And tell their tales of love. 


Or tired with the heat of day, 

Their flocks, their crooks they quit ; 
Their pipes they innocently play, 

The feafon is fu fweet. 


Now from the buy, buftling noife, 
Of cities far remov’d; 

Fair Kitty’s charms I learn to prize--- 
By ev’ry fwain belov’d. 


But ah! how quick the feafons fly ! 
How foon they pafs away ! 

Then may we not when fummer’s nigh 
Forget a winter’s day. 


Exeter, Fuly 6, 1790. j. P. B. 








Epigram, imitated from the Greek, and addreffed to the 


Nightingale. 
psa el bird of night, whofe honied throat 
So foftly pours thy Attick note; 
Why to thy young ones bear away 
Yon grafshopper io blithe and gay? 
For he, like you, with chearful voice, 
Oft does the lift’ning fwain rejoice ; 
Like you, in fpring is wont to rove, 
A welcome gueft in every grove ; 
Like you, with fpirit brifk and light, 
From tree to tree he wings his flighs; 
Sweet nightingale, I pray forbear ; 
A fongfter fhould a fongfter fpare. 








\}\ 





